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Local Healthcare Capacity Metrics to be Revamped  

In May, Sheboygan County Division of Public Health worked with local partners to develop our Safe 
Restart Plan in order to better inform the community on our current status regarding COVID19 in 
Sheboygan County. Being seven months into this response, we are working harder than ever to 
constantly improve our metrics, data collection and how to utilize this data to better inform action and 
recommendations.  

This is a communication to notify you that Sheboygan County Division of Public Health is working with 
our two local hospital partners, Advocate Aurora Health Care and HSHS St. Nicholas Hospital, to 
establish a more in depth set of data that will give us a more complete and accurate picture of true 
hospital capacity.  

Today, October 16th, our health care safe restart benchmark metric moved to yellow-- after our health 
care systems indicated they were at a “proceed with caution”, or yellow, level of providing crisis 
standards of care. With the reevaluation of this data, we will be able to utilize both qualitative and 
quantitative measures to better define what is all encompassed within crisis levels of care. This measure 
is complex and has a lot of moving parts. Collaboratively, we will be looking at metrics with 
considerations related to staffing, long term care transfers, ICU bed availability in total, Persons Under 
Investigation for COVID19 within the hospital, Urgent Care use, and more.  

Please watch for these changes and additions of data to come soon.  

Thank you for your patience and support as we work to streamline the collection and reporting of this 
data collaboratively across systems.  

With hospital systems reporting increased concern related to local capacity, Public Health continues to 
urge everyone to take action to prevent the spread of infection:  

● Physically distance at least 6 feet from people with whom you do not live.  
● Wear a cloth face mask, unless unable to wear one for medical reasons.  
● Wash your hands frequently with soap and water or use hand sanitizer with at least 60% 

alcohol. 
● Indoors, do not gather with people outside of your household.  
● Outdoors, limit gatherings to 10 people or fewer, physically distance and wear face coverings. 
● Self-monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days after return from travel.  
● If symptomatic, get a test and stay home while awaiting results.  
● Cooperate with public health officials if you have tested positive or are a close contact.  
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